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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to communication filed on 8/15/2008. 
Claims 1-24 and 42-48 have been examined. 

Response to Amendment 

2. The examiner has acknowledged the amended claims 1-15, 17-24, 42-45, 47-48 
and cancelled claims 25 and 49. Claims 1-24 and 42-48 are pending. Claim 
objections to claims 18-22 have been fixed and withdrawn accordingly. The 101 
rejections on claims 1-16, 18-21, 23, 25, 42-45, 47 and 49 are withdrawn as the 
issues being fixed or the claims cancelled. The 112 second paragraph rejections 
to claims 1-25 and 42-49 are also withdrawn as the issues have been fixed. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see page 28, filed 8/15/2008, with respect to the 1 12 first 
paragraph have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of 
claims 1-25 and 42-49 under 112 first paragraph has been withdrawn. 

4. Applicant's argument, see page 30, with respect to "the '786 patent fails to 
disclose a controller including a server processing part, a condition acquisition 
control part, and a service providing part, as defined in Claim 1" and "The '786 
patent does not disclose a controller including each of the manager 110, the 
agent 106, and the application cited in the Office Action", is not persuasive. The 
newly added limitations " a controller including a server processing part... a 
condition acquisition control part... and a service providing part..." have no 
support in the specification (see the new 1 12 first paragraph rejection below). 
Besides, the '786 patent does disclose a controller including each of the manager 
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110, the agent 106, and the application (see column 6, lines 61-65, "The 
manager 1 1 0 can be run on the same host 1 00 as other web service system 90 
components, such as one of the web servers 102 or an interceptor 120, or on 
another computer of sufficient capacity"). Either way the '786 patent (Yamane) 
meets the limitations. 
5. Applicant's argument, see pages 30-31 , with respect to "the '786 patent fails to 
disclose a condition acquisition control part configured to control, in response to 
an instruction from the server processing part, acquisition of target information 
designated bv the process request from a management apparatus, connected to 
the Web service providing apparatus via the communication network, that 
manages the target information based on a first processable condition under 
which the target information is processable bv the management apparatus and 
the Web service providing apparatus. Rather, the '786 patent discusses that a 
web interface provides an agent 1 06 with information from the "back end" of the 
web server 102, such as information about web page requests received from 
users, and the pages sent in response to the requests", is not persuasive. The 
agent 106 serves as an intermediary between the manager 110 and any other 
software running on the host 100 (see column 9, lines 22-24). The agent 106 is 
in communication with the one or more web servers 102 on that host 100 via the 
web server interface 104 associated with each web server 102 (see column 9, 
lines 29-32). The manager 1 1 0 can instruct the agent 1 06, and the agent will 
instruct the web server interface 102, to send some or all of the information 
included in Table 3 (see column 10, lines 43-45). As such, the '786 patent 
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suggests that the agent 106 perform the functionalities of a condition acquisition 
control part as defined in the claim. 
6. Applicant's argument, see page 31 , with respect to "The '786 patent does not 
disclose that the agent 106 is configured to control acquisition of target 
information from a management apparatus, connected to the Web service 
providing apparatus via the communication network. Further, the '786 patent 
does not disclose that the acquisition of target information is controlled based on 
a first processable condition under which the target information is processable by 
the management apparatus and the Web service providing apparatus, as defined 
in Claim 1", is not persuasive. As discussed above, the agent 106 is in 
communication with the one or more web servers 102 on that host 100 via the 
web server interface 104 associated with each web server 102. The '786 patent 
further discloses that the web pages presented to the user in response to web 
page requests from the user's web browser can be stored on the host 100 or on 
a file system accessible to the web server 102, or they can be generated by the 
web server 102 by processing data available to the web server 102. For 
example, for web pages documents about a topic, the web pages can be written 
(designed) and stored in the web server 102 file system. In response to a web 
page request, such a web page can be sent to the user just as it is stored in the 
file system. In a banking transaction system, however, it is likely that information 
about the user's bank account will be stored in a database. The web server 102 
can generate a web page containing the user's account information each time the 
user requests the page. Often, web pages are stored partially in the file system. 
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and partly are generated by the web server 102 when the request is made (see 
column 5, lines 29-45). As such, the '786 patent suggests that the agent 106 is 
configured to control acquisition of target information from a management 
apparatus, connected to the Web service providing apparatus via the 
communication network and the acquisition of target information is controlled 
based on a first processable condition under which the target information is 
processable by the management apparatus and the Web service providing 
apparatus, as defined in Claim 1 . 
7. Applicant's argument, see page 31 , with respect to "the '786 patent fails to 
disclose a service providing part configured to perform the requested process on 
the target information and to send a result of the process to the server 
processing part" and "The '786 patent does not disclose that the application is 
configured to perform the requested process on the target information and to 
send a result of the process to the server processing part, as defined in Claim 1", 
is not persuasive. The '786 patent discloses that an aggregation of related web 
pages presented to a user as a set of web pages about a related topic, or from a 
particular source, usually, but not always from the same web server 102, is 
referred to as an application. One example of an application is a set of pages 
providing information about a company. Another example of an application is a 
series of pages that allow a user to conduct transactions with her savings bank 
(see column 5, lines 6-13). Thus the application does perform the requested 
process on the target information and to send a result of the process to the 
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server processing part (the manager) and eventually to the user, as defined in 

Claim 1. 

8. Applicant's argument, see page 32, with respect to "the '786 patent fails to 
disclose the condition acquisition control step and the service providing step 
recited in Claim 17", is not persuasive. Please see responses of items 5 and 7 
above. 

9. Applicant's argument, see pages 33-34, with respect to "the '786 patent fails to 
disclose a process request interpretation part configured to interpret a process 
request to request the process in accordance with a predetermined protocol and 
to inform the service providing part of the process" and "the '786 patent does not 
disclose that the interceptor 120 is configured to interpret a process request to 
request the process in accordance with a predetermined protocol and to inform 
the service providing part of the process", is not persuasive. The '786 patent 
discloses that the web page requests can be made using hypertext transfer 
protocol ("http") format, and also can be made using other protocols that provide 
request capability (see column 4, lines 56-59) and that the interceptor 120 is the 
point of first contact for a user. The interceptor 120 receives a web page request 
from a user and "refers" the user's web browser to an appropriate web server 
102 for that request (see column 7, lines 11-14). Thus the '786 patent does 
suggest that the interceptor 120 is configured to interpret a process request to 
request the process in accordance with a predetermined protocol and to inform 
the web application of the process as defined in claim 18. 
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10. Applicant's argument, see page 34, with respect to "the '786 patent fails to 
disclose the service providing step and the process request interpretation step 
recited in Claim 22", is not persuasive. Please see responses of item 9 above. 

1 1 .Applicant's argument, see page 35, with respect to "the '786 patent fails to 
disclose a terminal comprising a display unit, a process request creation part, a 
process response interpretation part, and a display control part, as defined in 
Claim 23", is not persuasive. The web service disclosed by the '786 patent 
implies that there is a user terminal creating a service request to a web service 
system and processing the response from the web service system before 
displaying the results to the user. The '786 patent discloses the console 116 that 
communicates with the web service system the same way as a user terminal 
(see column 20 line 50 through column 21 line 52) communicates with the web 
service system and thus meets the limitations. 

12. Applicant's argument, see page 36, with respect to "the '786 patent fails to 
disclose the process request creation step recited in Claim 24", is not persuasive. 
Please see responses of item 1 1 above. 

13. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 42 and 46-48 are similar to claims 
1, 17, 18 and 23. Please see responses above. 

14. In view of the foregoing, the rejection to independent claims 1, 17, 18, 23, 24, 42, 
46-48 and all dependent claims sustain as follows: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

15. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
mal<ing and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to 
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which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to mal^e and use the same and shall set forth the 
best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

16. Claims 1-11, 18-21, and 42-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragrapli, 
as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a 
way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), 
at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

A controller (controller 1300) is depicted in FIG. 2 and described in pages 60- 
62 of the original specification as "The controller 1 300 comprises ASIC 1 301 , 
MEM-C 1302, HDD (Hard Disk Drive) 1303, CPU (Central Processing Unit) 1304, 
NB (North Bridge) 1305, MEM-P 1306, SB (South Bridge) 1307 and AGP 
(Accelerated Graphics Port) 1308, each of which will be well-known by those 
skilled in the art, as illustrated in FIG. 2". The controller was added to overcome 
the 101 rejection but it doesn't include those "parts" as defined in claims 1,18, 
and 42. As such, the newly added limitations " a controller including a server 
processing part... a condition acquisition control part... and a service providing 
part..." are not supported in the specification. 

All dependent claims (2-1 1 , 19-21 , 43-45) are rejected also due to the 
dependency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

17. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
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application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

18. Claims 1-14, 17-24, and 42-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yamane et al. (US 6,317,786 B1, hereinafter Yamane). 

Regarding claim 1, Yamane discloses a Web service providing apparatus, 
comprising: 

A controller including 

a server processing part configured to control receipt of a process request 
for a process from a requesting apparatus connected to the Web service 
providing apparatus via a communication network and transmission of a 
process response corresponding to the process request to the requesting 
apparatus in accordance with a predetermined protocol [Manager FIG. 1 and 
col. 16, lines 19-31]; 

a condition acquisition control part configured to control [Agent FIG. 3], in 
response to an instruction from the server processing part, acquisition of 
target information designated by the process request from a management 
apparatus , connected to the Web service providing apparatus via the 
communication network, that manages the target information based on a first 
processable condition under which the target information is processable by 
the management apparatus and the Web service providing apparatus [col. 9, 
lines 22-37]; and 
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a service providing part configured to perform the requested process on 
the target information and to send a result of the process to the server 
processing part [col. 5, lines 6-28, application]. 

Regarding claim 2, Yamane further discloses wherein the controller includes 
a processor configured to execute 

a program including the condition acquisition control part and the service 
providing part [Agent FIG. 1 and col. 9, lines 22-37]; 

a control service managing a hardware resource used in the process 
[Agent, col. 11 Table 1]; and 

an operating system controlling the program and the control service [col. 
9, lines 22-24]. 

Regarding claim 3, Yamane further discloses wherein the controller includes 
a client processing part configured to control , in response to an instruction issued 
by the condition acquisition control part, transmission of a process request to the 
management apparatus and receipt of a process response from the management 
apparatus in accordance with the predetermined protocol [Web Server Interface 
FIG. 1 and col. 14 line 26 through col. 16 line 17]. 

Regarding claim 4, Yamane further discloses wherein the condition 
acquisition control part comprises; 

a sequence control part configured to control a sequence of processes to 

acquire a second processable condition regarding the target information from 
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the management apparatus and internally acquire a third processable 
condition regarding the target information in the Web service providing 
apparatus [col. 9 line 63 through col. 12 line 20, Agent interaction with 
Manager]; and 

a condition determination part configured to determine the first 
processable condition based on the second processable condition and the 
third processable condition acquired by the sequence control part [col. 12 line 
21 through col. 14 line 25, Agent interaction with Web Server Interface]. 

Regarding claim 5, Yamane further discloses wherein the sequence control 

part comprises: 

a first control part configured to control the client processing part so as to 
acquire the second processable condition from the management apparatus 
by sending a process request for the second processable condition to the 
management apparatus [col. 9 line 63 through col. 10 line 28]; 

a second control part configured to control the client processing part so as 
to acquire the third processable condition from the Web service providing 
apparatus by internally issuing a process request for the third processable 
condition to the server processing part [col. 10 lines 29-45]; 

a determination instruction part configured to cause the condition 
determination part to make the determination based on the second 
processable condition and the third processable condition [col. 12 lines 14- 
45]: and 
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an information acquisition part configured to acquire the target information 
from the management apparatus in accordance with the first processable 
condition determined by the condition determination part [col. 13 line 19 
through col. 14 line 25]. 

Regarding claim 6, Yamane further discloses wherein the client processing 
part comprises: 

a process request creation part configured to . in response to an instruction 
issued by the sequence control part, create a process request, which is to be 
sent to the management apparatus, corresponding to the instruction in 
accordance with the predetermined protocol [Web Server Interface FIG. 1 and 
col. 14, lines 26-49]; and 

a process response interpretation part configured to interpret a process 
response, which is received from the management apparatus, corresponding 
to the process request and to inform a result of the Interpretation to the 
sequence control part [col. 13, lines 38-67, Agent interface with Web Server]. 

Regarding claim 7, Yamane further discloses wherein the service providing 
part comprises a service execution part configured to execute the process 
corresponding to the process request received from the requesting apparatus or 
a process request that is internally created [col. 5, lines 6-28, application]. 

Regarding claim 8, Yamane further discloses wherein the server processing 
part comprises: 
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a process request interpretation part configured to interpret tine process 
request to request the process on tlie target information in accordance with 
the predetermined protocol [Interceptor FIG. 1 and col. 7, lines 29-65]; and 

a process response creation part configured to create a process response 
to indicate a result of the process in accordance with the predetermined 
protocol [Web Server Interface FIG. 1 and col. 14, lines 26-49]. 

Regarding claim 9, Yamane further discloses wherein the process request 
interpretation part comprises: 

a determination part configured to determine whether the process request 
is to acquire the target information from the management apparatus [col. 8, 
lines 9-50]; and 

a notification part configured to inform the condition acquisition control part 
of the process request based on a result of the determination made by the 
determination part [col. 8 line 51 through col. 9 line 20]. 

Regarding claim 10, Yamane further discloses wherein the process response 
creation part comprises a control result creation part configured to create a 
process response to indicate a result of the control of the condition acquisition 
control part in accordance with the predetermined protocol [Web Server Interface 
FIG. 1 and col. 14, lines 26-49]. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Yamane further discloses wherein the condition 
acquisition control part comprises: 
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an attribute information acquisition part configured to acquire attribute 
information regarding the target information from tine management apparatus 
[col. 9 line 63 through col.10 line 5]; and 

a third control part configured to cause the client processing part to 
internally issue the process request for the process on the target information 
to the client processing part based on the attribute information [col. 10 lines 
46-67], 

wherein the service providing part is configured to execute the process 
requested by the requesting apparatus via the server processing part based 
on the attribute information. 

Regarding claim 12, Yamane further discloses a display part, the display part 
comprising: 

a display part including 

a first display part configured to display a list of selectable apparatuses 
that a user is allowed to select among apparatuses connected via the 
communication network [FIG. 6 and col. 21, lines 34-49]; 

a second display part configured to . when the user selects a desired 
apparatus from the list of apparatuses, display a list of information items 
managed by the management apparatus [FIG. 7 and col. 21 , lines 49-52]; and 

an apparatus determination part configured to . when the user designates 
a desired information item from the list of information items and the desired 
apparatus from the list of selectable apparatuses, determine the designated 
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apparatus as a processing apparatus to perform tine process [col. 20 line 50 
through col. 21 line 33]. 

Regarding claim 13, Yamane further discloses wherein the second display 
part is configured to display the information items in a reduced size on the 
display part [FIG. 7 vs. FIG. 6]. 

Regarding claim 14, Yamane further discloses wherein the requesting 
apparatus is one of the Web service providing apparatus, the management 
apparatus and a terminal connected to each other via the communication 
network [ col. 8 line 51 through col. 9 line 2]. 

Regarding claim 17, Yamane discloses a method of providing a Web service 
for a Web service providing apparatus, the method comprising: 

a server processing step of controlling receipt of a process request for a 
process from a requesting apparatus connected to the Web service providing 
apparatus via a communication network and transmission of a process 
response corresponding to the process request to the requesting apparatus in 
accordance with a predetermined protocol [Manager FIG. 1 and col. 16, lines 
19-31]; 

a condition acquisition control step of controlling, corresponding to an 
instruction from the server processing step, acquisition of target information 
designated by the process request from a management apparatus , connected 
to the Web service providing apparatus via the communication network, that 
manages the target information based on a first processable condition under 
which the target information is processable by the management apparatus 
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and the Web service providing apparatus [Agent FIG. 1 and col. 9, lines 22- 
37]; and 

a service providing step of performing tlie requested process on tlie target 
information and informing the server processing step of a result of the 
process [col. 5, lines 6-28, application]. 

Regarding claim 18, Yamane discloses a Web service providing apparatus, 
comprising: 

a controller including 

a service providing part configured to manage target information and to 
provide the target information to a processing apparatus, which performs a 
process on the target information, in accordance with a first processable 
condition received from the processing apparatus [col. 5, lines 6-28, 
application]; 

a process request interpretation part configured to interpret a process 
request to request the process in accordance with a predetermined protocol 
and to inform the service providing part of the process [Interceptor FIG. 1 and 
col. 7, lines 29-65]; and 

a process response creation part configured to create a process response 
to indicate a result of the process in accordance with the predetermined 
protocol [Web Server Interface FIG. 1 and col. 14, lines 26-49]. 
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Regarding claim 19, Yamane further discloses wherein the service providing 
part comprises a processable condition providing part configured to . in response 
to receipt of a process request to acquire a second processable condition with 
respect to the processing apparatus, send a process response to indicate the 
second processable condition in accordance with the predetermined protocol, 
and after the transmission of the process response to indicate the second 
processable condition, the service providing part being configured to provide the 
target information to the processing apparatus in accordance with the first 
processable condition received from the processing apparatus [col. 5, lines 6-28, 
application]. 

Regarding claim 20, Yamane further discloses: 

a process request creation part configured to create the process request 

to request the process in accordance with the predetermined protocol [col. 12, 

lines 22-46, Agent interface with Web Server Interface]; and 

a process response interpretation part conficured to interpret the received 

process response corresponding to the process request [col. 13, lines 38-67, 

Agent interface with Web Server]. 

Regarding claim 21 , Yamane further discloses a display part, the display part 

comprising; 

A display part including 
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a first display part configured to display a list of selectable apparatuses 
that a user is allowed to select among apparatuses connected via a 
communication line [FIG. 6 and col. 21, lines 34-49]; 

a second display part configured to . when the user selects a desired 
apparatus from the list of selectable apparatuses, display a list of information 
items managed by the selected apparatus [FIG. 7 and col. 21, lines 49-52]; 
and 

an apparatus determination part configured to . when the user designates 
a desired information item from the list of information items and the desired 
apparatus from the list of selectable apparatuses, determine the designated 
apparatus as the processing apparatus [col. 20 line 50 through col. 21 line 
33]. 

Regarding claim 22, Yamane discloses a method of providing a Web service 
for a Web service providing apparatus, the method comprising: 

a service providing step of managing target information and providing the 
target information to a processing apparatus to perform a process on the 
target information based on a first processable condition received from the 
processing apparatus [col. 5, lines 6-28, application], 

a process request interpretation step of interpreting a process request to 
request the process in accordance with a predetermined protocol and 
informing the service providing step of the process [Interceptor FIG. 1 and col. 
7, lines 29-65]; and 
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a process response creation step of creating a process response to 
indicate a result of tine process in accordance witli tlie predetermined protocol 
[Web Server Interface FIG. 1 and col. 14, lines 26-49]. 

Regarding claim 23, Yamane discloses a terminal, comprising: 
a display unit; 

a process request creation part configured to create a process request to 
cause a first apparatus to acquire target information managed by a second 
apparatus from the second apparatus and perform a process on the target 
information in accordance with a predetermined protocol, wherein the first 
apparatus, the second apparatus, and the terminal are connected to each 
other via a communication network [col. 12, lines 22-46, Agent interface with 
Web Server Interface]; 

a process response interpretation part configured to interpret a process 
response corresponding to the process request and configured to acquire a 
result of the process performed by the first apparatus [col. 13, lines 38-67, 
Agent interface with Web Server]; and 

a display control part configured to display the result of the process on a 
display unit of the terminal [Console FIG. 1 and col. 20, lines 49-65]. 

Regarding claim 24, Yamane discloses a computer- readable storage 
medium having embedded therein instructions, which when executed bv a 
processor, cause a terminal to perform a method, comprising: 
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a process request creation step of creating a process request to request a 
first apparatus to acquire target information managed by a second apparatus 
from the second apparatus and perform a process on the target information in 
accordance with a predetermined protocol, wherein the first apparatus, the 
second apparatus, and the terminal are connected to each other via a 
communication network [col. 12, lines 22-46, Agent interface with Web Server 
Interface]; 

a process response interpretation step of interpreting a process response 
corresponding to the process request and acquiring a result of the process of 
the first apparatus [col. 13, lines 38-67, Agent interface with Web Server]; and 

a display control step of displaying the result of the process on a display 
unit of the terminal [Console FIG. 1 and col. 20, lines 49-65]. 

Regarding claim 42, Yamane discloses a web service providing apparatus, 
comprising: 

a controller including 

a service providing part configured to perform a process on target 
information received from a management apparatus that manages the target 
information in accordance with a first processable condition and to provide a 
result of the process to the management apparatus [col. 5, lines 6-28, 
application]; 

a process request interpretation part configured to interpret a process 
request for the process in accordance with a predetermined protocol and to 
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inform the service providing part of the process [Interceptor FIG. 1 and col. 7, 
lines 29-65]; and 

a process request creation part configured to create a process response 
to indicate a result of the process in accordance with the predetermined 
protocol [col. 12, lines 22-46, Agent interface with Web Server Interface]. 



Regarding claim 43, Yamane further discloses wherein the service providing 
part comprises a processable condition providing part configured to . in response 
to receipt of a process request to acquire a second processable condition with 
respect to the management apparatus, send a process response to indicate the 
second processable condition in accordance with the predetermined protocol, 
and after the transmission of the second processable condition, the service 
providing part being configured to provide a result of the process on the target 
information received from the management apparatus in accordance with the first 
processable condition [col. 5 line 29 through col. 7 line 28]. 

Regarding claim 44, Yamane further discloses: 

a process request creation part configured to create the process request 

for the process in accordance with the predetermined protocol [col. 12, lines 

22-46, Agent interface with Web Server Interface]; and 

a process response interpretation part configured to interpret the received 

process response corresponding to the process request [col. 13, lines 38-67, 

Agent interface with Web Server]. 
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Regarding claim 45, Yamane further discloses a display part, the display part 
including: 

a first display part configured to display a list of selectable apparatuses 
that a user is allowed to select among apparatuses connected via the 
communication line [FIG. 6 and col. 21, lines 34-49]; 

a second display part configured to . when the user selects a desired 
apparatus from the list of selectable apparatuses, display a list of information 
items managed by the selected apparatus [FIG. 7 and col. 21 , lines 49-52]; 
and 

an apparatus determination part configured to . when the user designates 
a desired information item from the list of information items and the desired 
apparatus from the list of selectable apparatuses, determine the designated 
apparatus as a processing apparatus [col. 20 line 50 through col. 21 line 33]. 
Regarding claim 46, Yamane discloses a method of providing a Web service 
for a Web service providing apparatus, the method comprising: 

a service providing step of performing a process on target information 
received from a management apparatus managing the target information in 
accordance with a first processable condition and providing a result of the 
process to the management apparatus [col. 5, lines 6-28, application]; 

a process request interpretation step of interpreting a process request to 
request the process in accordance with a predetermined protocol and 
informing the service providing step of the process [Interceptor FIG. 1 and col. 
7, lines 29-65]; and 
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a process request creation step of creating a process response to indicate 
a result of the process in accordance witli the predetermined protocol [col. 12, 
lines 22-46, Agent interface with Web Server Interface]. 

Regarding claim 47, Yamane discloses a terminal, comprising: 
A display unit; 

a process request creation part configured to create a process request to 
cause a first apparatus to perform a process on target information managed 
by a second apparatus by sending the target information to the first apparatus 
in accordance with a predetermined protocol , wherein the first apparatus, the 
second apparatus, and the terminal are connected to each other via a 
communication network [col. 12, lines 22-46, Agent interface with Web Server 
Interface]; 

a process response interpretation part configured to interpret a process 
response corresponding to the process request and to acquire a result of the 
process performed by the first apparatus [col. 13, lines 38-67, Agent interface 
with Web Server]; and 

a display control part configured to display the result of the process on a 
display unit of the terminal [Console FIG. 1 and col. 20, lines 49-65]. 

Regarding claim 48, Yamane discloses a computer- readable storage 
medium having embedded therein instructions, which when executed bv a 
processor, cause a terminal to perform a method comprising: 
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a process request creating step of creating a process request to cause a 
first apparatus to perform a process on target information managed by a 
second apparatus by sending the target information to tlie first apparatus, 
wherein the first apparatus, tlie second apparatus, and tlie terminal are 
connected to each other via a communication network [col. 12, lines 22-46, 
Agent interface with Web Server Interface]; 

a process response interpretation step of interpreting a process response 
corresponding to the process request and acquiring a result of the process 
performed by the first apparatus [col. 13, lines 38-67, Agent interface with 
Web Server]; and 

a display control step of displaying the result of the process on a display 
unit of the terminal [Console FIG. 1 and col. 20, lines 49-65]. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

19. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

20. Claims 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamane as applied to claim 1 , and in view of Butterworth et al. (US 
2004/0133656 Al, hereinafter Butterworth). 

Regarding claim 15, Yamane discloses the claimed invention except for 
wherein the communication network is one of a network communication line 
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including a wireless LAN, a serial communication network including an infrared 
communication, and a parallel communication line. Butterworth teaches a 
networked computer environment 300 that supports a distributed web service. 
The computer network 300 includes a client computer 302 connected to a 
communication link 304, which may be any wired or wireless communication link 
[FIG. 3 and para. 0006]. It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate Butterworth's 
teaching into Yamane's method for the purpose of having communication lines 
like a wireless LAN, a serial communication line, or a parallel communication line 
in the system such that the users can communicate with the web service provider 
to obtain services. 

Regarding claim 16, Yamane discloses the claimed invention except for 
wherein the predetermined protocol is a Simple Object Access Protocol. 
Butterworth teaches that messages between clients and web services may use 
SOAP (Simple Object Access Protocol) [para. 0012]. It would have been obvious 
to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate Butterworth's teaching into Yamane's method for the purpose of 
defining a uniform way of passing XML-encoded data and defining a way to 
perform remote procedure calls using HTTP (or another transport protocol) as 
the underlying communication protocol by using a SOAP, thereby increasing the 
opportunities for reuse, as the service places essentially no constraints on the 
platform, language, or location of its clients [para. 0012]. 

Conclusion 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and 
are applied to specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and 
figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in 
preparing responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially 
teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage 
as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the claimed invention. Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the 
structure relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the 
metes and bounds of the claimed invention. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael C. Lai whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-3236. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Michael C. Lai 
21NOV2008 

A'ves Dalencourt/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2457 



